Death of Goto                         467
had been converted by perpetual disappointment into a monomania, and Caesar had become to him the incarnation of every quality and eveiy principle which he most abhorred Cato WAS upnght, unselfish, inconuptibly pure in deed and woid , but he was a fanatic whom no expenence could teach, and he adhered to his convictions with the more tenacity, because foitrune or the disposition of events so steadily declared them to be mistaken He would have surrendered Caesar to the Germans as a reward for having driven them back over the Rhine He was one of those who were most eagei to impeach him for the acts of his consulship, though the acts themselves weie such as, if they had been done by another, he would himself have most warmly approved , and he was tempted by personal dislike to attach himself to men whose object was to reimpose upon his country a new tyranny of Sylla. His character had given respectability to a cause which if left to its proper defenders would have appeared in its natural baseness, and thus on him rested the responsibility for the color of justice in which it was disguised That after all which had passed he should be compelled to accept his pardon at Caasar's hands was an indignity to which he could not submit, and befoie the conqueror could reach Utica he fell upon his sword and died Ultvmus Romanorum has been the epitaph which posterity has wiitten on the tomb of Cato Nobler Romans than he lived after him , and a genuine son of the old Republic would never have consented to suirender an Imperial province to a bar-baiian prince But at least he was an open enemy. He would not, like his nephew Brutus, have pretended to be Caesar's fnend, that he might the more conveniently drive a dagger into his side